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Brad Smith: ‘My intent is not to bring controversy to Marshall’
By CONNER WOODRUFF
REPORTER

WHAT’S INSIDE

Students were protesting
Brad D. Smith’s Marshall
University presidential
candidacy last week,
including a student
senator with the Student
Government Association
who proposed a resolution
requesting the Board of
Governors to reconsider
Smith’s candidacy.
However, the resolution
was voted down by a
subcommittee of the
SGA 13-1 on the night
of Wednesday, Oct. 20
during an emergency
meeting.
Jessica Spoor, SGA senator and Marshall
University senior, spoke against Smith’s run
for Marshall University president. She referred
to instances in Smith’s past, particularly
controversies that were presented during his
time as the CEO of Intuit, the U.S.-based
software company behind services like Credit
Karma and TurboTax.

Marshall Begins Rollout of
COVID Booster Shots - P2

Tyler Spence | Managing Editor

Spoor sponsored the resolution titled “Petition
for the Reconsideration of Brad D. Smith’s
Presidential Nomination.” The resolution
details Spoor’s concerns about Brad Smith as a
candidate; the ethics behind different decisions
made by TurboTax during his time at Intuit
and how Smith’s past donations to Marshall
can be seen as a conflict of interest.

Marshall Communications

“I am a big fan of the democratic process on
all levels,” Smith told the Parthenon. “I think
it was absolutely appropriate if information
had come to any group students that felt like
it was not aligned with their values that they
should ask the question.”

Marshall Esports Team to face
WVU in First Major Home
Event- P3
Marshall esports will host its first
major gaming event against WVU
and other schools the weekend of
Nov. 13. Esports is still new not
only at Marshall, but all around
the world. Esports, or electronic
sports events, feature organized
teams playing against each other
in various electronic games. The
name of this esports event is
Campus Clash and the main game
featured will be “Smash Brothers.”
Herd Football to face FIU After
Bye Week - P6

Dear Parthenon talks
Halloween Weekend
(OPINION) - P8

Smith P2
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Marshall
students ride
FREE with I.D.

Running Five Days a Week!
Standard Daytime Service:

20-minute loop along 3rd, 4th and 5th Avenues
between 7:30am & 3:00pm
Stops at Pullman Square (Visual Arts Center,
Huntington’s Kitchen), Keith Albee & More!

Afternoon Service:

HD-460653

30-minute loop, route extended to include
5th Avenue Kroger from 3:00pm to 7:00pm

SATURDAY 529-RIDE
SERVICE
Saturday:
3:00pm-7pm

DOWNLOAD ROUTESHOUT

WWW.TTA-WV.COM

(304) 529-7433
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Marshall Announces Booster Administration Plan
By CARTER TRUMAN
NEWS EDITOR

Marshall University is partnering with Cabell-Huntington
Health Department to administer Covid vaccine boosters
on campus.
Marshall announced in an email that the university would
be providing booster shots from Pfizer, Moderna and
Johnson & Johnson to students and faculty.
The email was sent out on Oct. 22 and contained
information about who was eligible for the boosters and
when they could receive them.
In the announcement, Marshall said the university would
start administering booster shots on Oct. 26 in Room BE-5
of the Memorial Student Center.
Some students have expressed unease about the booster
shots.
“I feel pretty nervous about the whole booster shots,” said
Marshall student Isabella Parsons. “They kind of promised
us ‘Do this, and it will be over,’ but then they just keep
coming out with more things.”
Parsons said that she feels hesitant about the idea of a
booster, although she has already received the Covid vaccine.
Other students say they will have to wait until they have

learned more about the boosters before deciding to take
them.
“I’ve not done enough research to see, ‘oh, well we don’t
really need a booster’ or if it’s necessary,” said Marshall
student Quinton Bogner. “I’m not the person who agrees
with the government on everything.”
The announcement also mentioned Marshall’s partnering
with Cabell-Huntington Health Department to provide
students and faculty with the booster, which some students
view positively.
“I support it,” said Parsons. “They’re wanting tohelp
students come to school without masks, without all these
regulations. And if that means working with the Health
Department and the hospitals to get all these boosters out,
I support it.”
Marshall, in a series of announcements, also said that the
university would be reaching out, through email, to students
and faculty who had previously received their initial vaccines
on campus for them to schedule an appointment for the
booster.
Carter Truman, truman18@marshall.edu

GRAPHIC BY ZACHARY HISER

Brad Smith continued from front page
By CONNER WOODRUFF
REPORTER

In the resolution, Spoor said that during Smith’s time
as the CEO of Intuit, the company made decisions to
deliberately hide TurboTax’s free tax filing services from
search engine results, deceptively encouraging users to
pay for their services, despite possibly being eligible for
free filing.
“It’s actually an ideological difference of opinion
between a group of people thinking the tax system
should operate one way and then Intuit and many others
who think it should operate a different way,” Smith said.
“I am very proud of Intuit.”
“I should have discussed the situation more with my
peers to gain their support, as well as worked with the
faculty senate,” Spoor said. “I have talked to many
students, staff and faculty, and they have the same
concerns that I do.”
An online petition uploaded to change.org titled, “We
do not want Brad Smith as our President at Marshall
University,” was created by an anonymous user. The
user shared other concerns regarding Smith’s candidacy
in the petition’s description, stating that “As students,

want a President with a history and care in academics,
not business.”
“My intent is not to bring controversy to Marshall,”
Smith said. “My intent is to help Marshall build on its
great foundation and literally put us in the international
limelight where we have the ability to tap into all the
relationships and all the experiences that I had the
chance to benefit from around the world.”
The Marshall University Board of Governors will
formally vote on the next Marshall University president
on the morning of Thursday, Oct. 28, with the new
president being hosted in an event immediately following
the announcement.
Conner Woodruff, Woodruff9@marshall.edu

Brad Smith speaking at Marshall’s commencement address in 2014.
Taken from braddsmith.com
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Marshall Esports to Host First Home Game Against WVU, Others
By CHRISTIAN PALMER
REPORTER

Marshall esports will host its first major gaming event
against WVU and other schools the weekend of Nov. 13.
Esports is still new not only at Marshall, but all around
the world. Esports, or electronic sports events, feature
organized teams playing against each other in various electronic games. The name of this esports event
is Campus Clash and the main game featured will be
“Smash Brothers.”
“Campus clash is going to be a Smash tournament,
but there will be other fighting games featured there,”
Kev Bryant, the competitive affairs manager with esports
at Marshall, said. “But in essence, it’s going to be a live
event full venue down in Marco’s in the bottom of the
student center.”
The event will feature Marshall, West Virginia University and Concord among others. “The idea is we
come out and we invite everyone in the state of West
Virginia especially the college guys, were thinking

WVU, Concord, you name it if they are interested, they
can come out and have a good time with us,” Bryant
said. “We will have a grand prize at the end, it will be
based on entrance and all of that.
This event has brought newfound excitement to the
Marshall esports organization. “I’m excited I think that
this event can be the first major event that Marshall
university has in regard to esports, with plans for many
more to come and this is something that there is just a
lot of interest in the general community,” Bryant said.
“I am really excited to start to see this program be
legitimized,” Caleb John Patrick, president of the Esports
Club Association, said. “We have put so much work into
it and for our administration and the school’s administration to kind of see that come to fruition for us to
finally be able to put ourselves out there with events
with broadcast and production. I am really excited to
see where we start here and where we can improve.”
Marshall and WVU have already had some recent
competition in the world of esports. The two combined

to host an esports event during the spring semester of
2021, with games including “Among US,” “Call of
Duty” and “Rocket League.” However, the Herd believes that it has improved vastly since the event took
place.
“The last time that we played them it was something
that we were relatively competitive with, but since then
we have put a lot more emphasis on the competitive side
of things,” Bryant said. “So, I would imagine that we
are going to come out and were going be swinging for
sure I am very confident in our team. With our regular
in-person tournaments that we have been hosting every
week. With just Marshall students, we have been garnering anywhere from 30-50 players. Just playing against
each other we have a pretty diverse competition pool
and because of that we feel like we’re going to be pretty
prepared against the likes of WVU and others.”
Christian Palmer, palmer85@marshall.edu

Rec Center Hosts Annual Halloween Event Again
By ALAINA LASTER

REPORTER
Since the Marshall University Recreation Center
opened back in 2009, the Haunted Rec attraction has
become a tradition for the Marshall community.
The free event welcomes children to dress up and enjoy the many traditonal Halloween activities they have
planned, said Kayla Dodd, the assistant director of
marketing and membership of the Marshall Recreation
Center. The event will take place Wednesday, Oct. 27,
from 6-8 p.m.
The Covid-19 pandemic put the event on hold in
2020.
“In 2020 we did not get to have the event,” Dodd said.
“I didn’t even really try to plan it, but the 2019 one was
a huge success. It had just around 400 children at it, so
I am basing my numbers for this year that I plan to have
off in 2019.”
The Haunted Rec is host to many student organizations as well as Rec activities for the children, including
a haunted obstacle course, spooky rock wall climbs, trick
or treating, spooky dance fitness and more.

In the past few years, the event has faced many
changes, but the idea has remained the same.
“We follow kind of the same structure with it, we do
a haunted obstacle course on the gym courts. We have
some student organizations and departments that set up
tables around the perimeter of the courts and the kids
can walk around and trick or treat and do an activity at
each table,” said Dodd.
Some of the big changes include the spooky rock
wall, and the inclusion of more student organizations
participating.
“Back in the day we didn’t always incorporate the rock
wall into it so adding the rock wall was a big change. We
have always done the haunted obstacle course… I really think just expanding on all of the organizations and
departments and businesses setting up tables has been a
big change with it,” said Dodd.
The event will have about thirty tables, which is a big
jump from where the event started with none. Over the
years Dodd said that many more organizations have become involved, including WMUL who will DJ the event.
Each table is a stop for passing trick-or-treaters to pick

up candy and engage in an activity.
“We encourage each table to do some form of activity
in addition to handing out candy. Whether it be a little
craft thing, I know in 2019 someone had toilet paper
they stacked up and put a ghost face on it and kids threw
a ball and knocked it over. Someone else did giant Jenga,
it’s just simple things like that,” said Dodd.
Staff members will dress up and lead children through
their activities. They will follow around the courts visiting tables, dancing, and enjoying their candy, said Dodd.
“The haunted obstacle course is a pretty fun one. It
is basically just a bunch of fitness equipment that we
put out on the floor in an obstacle course fashion and
we kind of creep it out with the cobwebs, some skeleton
heads laying around and some spiders and stuff,” said
Dodd.
The annual event is followed by the dorm trick-ortreat. They hope to have children attend after the
walk-through dorms to enjoy the activities the Haunted
Rec has to offer, said Dodd.
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Women’s Entrepreneurship Week Returns to Marshall
By ALAINA LASTER

REPORTER
The Center for Entrepreneurship and Business
Innovation, also known as the iCenter, celebrated
Women’s Entrepreneurship Week in the Lewis
College of Business, which is believed to be the
first school in the nation to be named exclusively
after a woman, Mrs. Elizabeth McDowell Lewis,
who graduated from Marshall in 1931.Women’s
Entrepreneurship Week, also known as WEW,
is recognized by over 200 universities across 32
countries. The event takes place the third week of
October each year, and has been taking place at
Marshall for four years. This year, there was an
event almost every day last week, starting with the
virtual event on Tuesday Oct. 19th. All other events
were in-person, including a networking workshop on
Wednesday the 20th from 3-5 p.m. in the Memorial
Student Center.
There was also an open house at the iCenter
on Thursday from 11 a.m.-2 p.m., and an intro
to design thinking workshop on Friday from 8:30
a.m. until noon. The goal of these events is for the

attendees to create relationships.
“We really just want women to meet each other,”
said Tricia Ball, the associate director of the iCenter. She said she hopes that by the end of the week
students will make connections that will help them
further their plans, and help them form their own
businesses. All WEW events last year were held
virtually due to the pandemic. Ball said this year the
iCenter was excited to host in-person events. “There
is a lot of creativity with the virtual events, it is a lot
easier logistically for people,” Ball said.
“You can have speakers from further away. I
think from now on we will probably try more of
a hybrid, like this year. We can bring in speakers
virtually that we may not be able to bring in person, but also give local people the chance to meet
in person.”Glen Midkiff, director of John F. Rahal
Center for Strategic Engagement, said women have
been entrepreneurs throughout history. “Before
anyone knew what entrepreneur meant, I think
that all of our mothers and all of our grandmothers
were entrepreneurs in their own right. They sold

canned goods, they sold cakes, they made clothes.
They were entrepreneurs and they took care of their
family,” Midkiff said.
Midkiff has been working with the MU since
2016. He said he is inspired by entrepreneurs and
works to create a place where students can learn
how to expand their knowledge and grow as a soon
to be business owner.“I get excited every time that I
see an entrepreneur, somebody that’s taken an idea
and ran with it and done really well,” Midkiff said.
“We want to make them successful, and we want to
inspire. That is the whole thing about this week. We
want to inspire our students to go forward with their
dreams and dissolve who they want to be.”Elizabeth
McDowell Lewis was an example of someone who
made themselves successful. She graduated from
Marshall with a degree in commerce and began her
career as a teacher immediately after graduation.
She was then named the director of the New River
National Bank. Throughout her life, she was chairperson of the Civics League’s Dollars for Scholars
Program, a member at the Oak Hill Garden Club,

the Fayette Study Club, and more. In 1993, She was
inducted into the College of Business Hall of Fame,
as one of the first five people inducted. By 1996, her
contributions to the University led her to have “The
Marshall University Elizabeth McDowell Lewis
College of Business” named after her. After the $25
million donation to the College of Business from
Brad D. Smith, people began to question if the Lewis
College of Business would keep its name. “We were
very clear with our intention to Brad that the Lewis
college of Business would remain the same. What
will happen is once the new building is built, we will
have the Brad D. Smith Schools of Business under
the Lewis College of Business,” saidDr. Avinandan
Mukherjee, Interim Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs, and most recently dean
of the Lewis College of Business.
The Brad D. Smith Schools of Business will be
two academic entities within the Lewis College of
Business.
Alaina Laster, laster3@marshall.edu

Music Faculty Preforms Recital
By KATLYN WORSTELL
REPORTER

Marshall University’s faculty members were
brought together to play a recital using the music
of Alessandro Scarlatti, Robert Schumann, Gary
Schocker, Moses Hogan, and Italian Cantoni
composers free of charge to students Sunday at
Smith Recital Hall.
“I cannot express how grateful I am that I can
perform, create, and share wonderful music again
with my colleagues, students, and my audience,”
said Alexander Lee, coordinator of voice studies
and opera director at Marshall.
The musicians who played were Dr. Alexander
Lee on the tenor, Dr. Wendell Dobbs on the flute,
Dr. Şölen Dikener on the cello, Sara Lee on the
piano and Emily Cloer the soprano.
“The last time I performed at Marshall was

Sept. 19, 2019,” Lee said. “Not performing as a
singer is like not playing in the game as a sports
player. It was a very challenging time because
communicating with the audience on the stage
is one of the biggest parts of my life. Thankfully,
the situation is better and especially Marshall
University is doing a great job with following
COVID-19 protocols.”
“I feel so grateful to have the opportunity to
perform for a live audience again,” said Emily
Cloer, the soprano for this recital. “I missed it a
lot during lockdown. Since the advent of COVID,
I’ve definitely been very cautious and have been
tested multiple times for it because aerosol transmissions are much higher for vocalists.”
Alexander Lee and Emily Cloer are planning
to do more events like this in the future.

“I will absolutely be performing more in the
future,” Cloer said. “I have my master’s degree
recital next year and will be performing in the
upcoming Art Song Recital on Oct. 27 and
Opera Gala; the date will soon be decided
later on.”
If you missed this recital, it can be found on
YouTube on the School of Music profile.
For more information on events coming
up, look into the School of Music calendar on
Marshall’s website or email Alexander Lee at
leeal@marshall.edu and Emily Cloer at cloer@
live.marshall.edu for more questions about this
event.
Katlyn Worstell, worstell3@marshal.edu
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Ex-Liberty Spokesman Says he was Fired for Raising Concerns
By SARAH RANKIN
Associated Press
RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — A former spokesperson for
Liberty University is suing the evangelical Virginia school
after being fired, alleging in a lawsuit filed Monday that his
termination came in retaliation for voicing concerns that
sexual misconduct accusations were mishandled.
Scott Lamb, a vice president-level executive at the school
where he was hired in 2018, said in an interview with The
Associated Press that he pushed for answers about what was
being done to investigate claims raised in a lawsuit filed over
the summer by 12 women, and was continually dissatisfied.
The women’s lawsuit, which is still ongoing, alleged
the school had a pattern of mishandling cases of sexual
assault and harassment and had fostered an unsafe
campus environment. A student-led movement has since
been established to advocate for systemic reforms, and
the nonprofit investigative journalism outlet ProPublica
published a deeply reported investigation Sunday with
findings similar to the allegations raised in the lawsuit.
Lamb said in the interview that the university, which has a
gleaming campus in Lynchburg, has plenty of resources and
should have used them to open a third-party investigation of
the women’s claims.
“We put $300 million in the bank last year, and some
change. We have two-point-something-billion in the
endowment, and we can’t afford to just deal righteously with
these people. Why?” Lamb said.
Liberty University General Counsel David Corry said in
a statement that the university “categorically denies Mr.
Lamb’s claims that his termination was in any way the result
of advice he had given on how the university should respond”
to the women’s lawsuit. He said Lamb was terminated with
cause as a result of a meeting about “a recent review of the
area under his management.”
“Lamb’s lawsuit is a transparent effort to rebuild his
own reputation by shamefully playing on the goodwill of
supporters of sexual assault victims. We look forward to
addressing his claims in court,” Corry said.
Lamb’s lawsuit alleges that he was terminated for engaging
in activity protected under Title IX, the federal law that
protects against sex discrimination in education, after
challenging the university’s handling of the complaints.
His complaint says things came to a head in a meeting early

this month when he told top school officials that “he would
not be silenced or participate in a cover up of activities” at
the university.
The following day, he was approached about negotiating a
separation agreement and on Oct. 6, he was fired, according
to the lawsuit.
Lamb also alleges that he was retaliated against for his
participation in an outside investigation conducted into
the tenure of Jerry Falwell Jr., the former president whose
personal controversies and acrimonious departure from
Liberty last year garnered national headlines.
His lawsuit says he sat for 20-25 hours of interviews as
part of that probe, the findings of which the school has not
discussed publicly.
Lamb’s lawsuit broadens the list of litigation the school
has faced recently. In April, the school sued Falwell, seeking
millions in damages. And in July, a former NFL player hired
last year to help lead diversity initiatives sued, alleging racial
discrimination in his demotion and subsequent firing.
Lamb said he was offered a severance package if he signed
a nondisclosure agreement, which he declined. His firing
has meant not only the loss of his income and benefits but
scholarship funding for his four children who attend the
school, he said. His lawsuit seeks to recoup past and future
wage losses and unspecified compensatory and punitive
damages.
“I’ll forsake the scholarship and the salary and the benefits...
to keep my tongue free to speak of which I’ve seen,” he said.
A Liberty spokesperson did not respond to questions from
AP about what the school has done to investigate the female
litigants’ claims, aside from resending a statement issued in
July, when the lawsuit was filed. Nor did the spokesperson
respond to a request for comment about ProPublica’s
investigation.
Kendall Covington, a senior at Liberty and a student
representative for Save71, an alumni-led organization
advocating for reform at Liberty, said the group welcomes
Lamb’s apparent willingness to push for change.
She said the student body had not received any kind of
acknowledgment Monday about the ProPublica story,
something she called “par for the course.”

Control and Prevention will make additional recommendations
on who should receive them the first week of November.
Children could begin vaccinations early next month -- with the
first youngsters in line fully protected by Christmas.
The FDA review affirmed results from Pfizer posted earlier
in the day showing the two-dose shot was nearly 91% effective
at preventing symptomatic infection in young children.
Researchers calculated the figure based on 16 COVID-19 cases
in youngsters given dummy shots versus three cases among
vaccinated children. There were no severe illnesses reported
among any of the youngsters, but the vaccinated ones had

much milder symptoms than their unvaccinated counterparts.
The FDA review found no new or unexpected side effects.
Those that did occur mostly consisted of sore arms, fever or
achiness.
However, FDA scientists noted that the study wasn’t large
enough to detect extremely rare side effects, including
myocarditis, a type of heart inflammation that occasionally
occurs after the second dose.
The agency used statistical modeling to try to predict how
many hospitalizations and deaths from COVID-19 the vaccine
would prevent versus the number of potential heart side effects
PAGE EDITED AND DESIGNED BY MADISON PERDUE| PERDUE118@MARSHALL.EDU

FDA Says Pfizer Vaccine
Looks Safe for Young
Kids
By LAURAN NEERGAARD
and MATTHEW PERRONE
Associated Press
Federal health regulators said late Friday that kid-size doses
of Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine appear highly effective at
preventing symptomatic infections in elementary school
children and caused no unexpected safety issues, as the U.S.
weighs beginning vaccinations in youngsters.
The Food and Drug Administration posted its analysis of
Pfizer’s data ahead of a public meeting next week to debate
whether the shots are ready for the nation’s roughly 28 million
children ages 5 to 11. The agency will ask a panel of outside
vaccine experts to vote on that question.
In their analysis, FDA scientists concluded that in almost every
scenario the vaccine’s benefit for preventing hospitalizations
and death from COVID-19 would outweigh any serious
potential side effects in children. But agency reviewers
stopped short of calling for Pfizer’s shot to be authorized.
The agency will put that question to its panel of independent
advisers next Tuesday and weigh their advice before making
its own decision.
If the FDA authorizes the shots, the Centers for Disease
it might cause. In four scenarios of the pandemic, the vaccine
clearly prevented more... hospitalizations than would be
expected from the heart side effect. Only when virus cases were
extremely low could the vaccine cause more hospitalizations
than it would prevent. But overall, regulators concluded that
the vaccine’s protective benefits “would clearly outweigh” its
risks.
More than 25,000 pediatricians and primary care providers
already have signed up to get the shots into little arms.
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Herd Football Back in Action Saturday Against FIU
By ANDREW ROGERS
REPORTER
Coming off the bye week, Marshall
football welcomes the Florida
International Panthers to Joan C.
Edwards Stadium Saturday for a 3:30
p.m. kickoff.
FIU is 1-6 this season and winless in
conference play. The lone victory came
in the season opener against Long
Island on Sept. 2. Butch Davis’ squad
since that win, has lost six straight
games, three of which have come
in conference play against Florida
Atlantic, Charlotte and Western
Kentucky by a combined 54 points.
“The one thing I’ve learned in this
conference is that the record is not an
indication of the team that is going
to hit the field,” Marshall first year
head coach Charles Huff said. “This is
another week of a team’s record that is
not indicative of the talent they have.
The Panthers are led by their
quarterback Max Bortenschlager. The
Maryland transfer is in his second
season with FIU and has posted sold

numbers through seven games. The
redshirt senior has thrown for over
2000 yards and 15 touchdowns. His
top wideout has been sophomore wide
receiver Tyrese Chambers. He has
24 receptions for 713 yards and six
touchdowns, averaging nearly 30 yards
a catch.
“Their quarterback does a really
good job of throwing the deep ball,”
Coach Huff said. “You can tell he really
understands the system. He distributes
the ball where it needs to go.”
To complement the passing attack,
the Panthers can run the ball just as
effectively. D’vonte Price leads the
charge out of the backfield, running
for 586 yards, averaging about five per
rush and six touchdowns.
“They (FIU) have a really nice
running back, one of the best in the
league,” Linebacker Eli Neal said.
“He’s got something you can’t teach
and that’s good size.”
FIU has struggled defensively over
its previous five games, allowing 30
points or more in each. As a team,
the unit is also nearly allowing 500
yards per game. Despite the numbers

Herd offensive lineman Alex Mollette
says FIU still presents a challenge,
particularly up front.
“FIU has a very talented defense,”
Mollette said. “They have a fast,
physical front. Good defensive lineman
that hold point, linebackers that can
really fly around and a secondary that
is solid.”
The Thundering Herd enters
Saturday’s matchup winners of backto-back games and is tied for first in the
East division of Conference USA with
a 2-1 record. Coach Huff is hopeful the
momentum his team built before the
bye carries over.
“Another phenomenal challenge for
us, not only playing FIU, but coming
off the bye week. Are we a mature
enough team to continue progressing
or are we satisfied? FIU is going to
present a tremendous challenge.”
The game may be heard on
Marshall University’s student radio
station, WMUL 88.1 FM or on its
website www.marshall.edu/wmul/

Andrew Rogers,

Marshall Esports to Host
First Home Game Against
WVU and Others.
By CHRISTIAN PALMER
R EPORTER

Marshall esports will host its first
major gaming event against WVU
and other schools the weekend of
Nov. 13.
Esports is still new not only at
Marshall, but all around the world.
Esports, or electronic sports events,
feature organized teams playing
against each other in various
electronic games. The name of
this esports event is Campus Clash
and the main game featured will be
“Smash Brothers.”
“Campus Clash is going to be a
Smash tournament, but there will be
other fighting games featured there,”

Kev Bryant, the competitive affairs
manager with esports at Marshall,
said. “But in essence, it’s going to be a
live event full venue down in Marco’s
in the bottom of the student center.”
The event will feature Marshall,
West Virginia University and
Concord among others. “The
idea is we come out and we invite
everyone in the state of West
Virginia especially the college guys,
were thinking WVU, Concord, you
name it if they are interested, they
can come out and have a good time
with us,” Bryant said. “We will have
a grand prize at the end, it will be
based on entrance and all of that.
This event has brought newfound
excitement to the Marshall esports

Marshall Football Head Coach Charles Huff

Courtesy of Zachary Hiser

Remaining Football Schedule

10/30
vs FIU

organization. “I’m excited I think
that this event can be the first major
event that Marshall university has in
regard to esports, with plans for many
more to come and this is something
that there is just a lot of interest in the
general community,” Bryant said.
“I am really excited to start to
see this program be legitimized,”
Caleb John Patrick, president of
the Esports Club Association, said.
“We have put so much work into it
and for our administration and the
school’s administration to kind of
see that come to fruition for us to
finally be able to put ourselves out
there with events with broadcast and
production. I am really excited to see
where we start here and where we

11/6
@FAU

11/13
vs UAB

can improve.”
Marshall and WVU have already
had some recent competition in the
world of esports. The two combined
to host an esports event during
the spring semester of 2021, with
games including “Among US,” “Call
of Duty” and “Rocket League.”
However, the Herd believes that it
has improved vastly since the event
took place.
“The last time that we played
them it was something that we were
relatively competitive with, but since
then we have put a lot more emphasis
on the competitive side of things,”
Bryant said. “So, I would imagine
that we are going to come out and
were going be swinging for sure. I am
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11/20
@UNCC

11/27
vs WKU

very confident in our team. With our
regular in-person tournaments that
we have been hosting every week.
With just Marshall students, we
have been garnering anywhere from
30-50 players. Just playing against
each other we have a pretty diverse
competition pool and because of
that we feel like we’re going to be
pretty prepared against the likes of
WVU and others.”

Christian Palmer,
palmer85@marshall.edu
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Marshall Men’s Soccer Set
to Host South Carolina
Gamecocks
By NOAH HICKMAN
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

ALL THE LATEST HERD
NEWS IN YOUR INBOX
Breaking news, highlights and stories
emailed to you from The Herald-Dispatch.
Other Available Newsletter:
• Daily News Headlines
• Weekend Events
• Breaking News

SIGN UP FOR THE NEWSLETTERS TODAY:
www.herald-dispatch.com
1. Click on news tab in green bar
2. Click on sign up for our email newsletters
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The Marshall men’s soccer team will play its final home game of the regular
season against the South Carolina Gamecocks after a narrow victory on the road
against the Charlotte 49ers.
Despite being short-handed for a large portion of the game, the Herd managed
to edge out the 49ers 2-1 on a Milo Yosef golden goal.
Head coach Chris Grassie said that perseverance was the key to victory.
“We were missing players. And we went down to ten men for 45 minutes.”
Grassie said. “But we were so dominant for the whole time. Great credit to all
the guys.”
Winners of six straight, Marshall will look to defend its home turf against an
up-and-down 5-7-1 South Carolina team.
The Gamecocks are coming off a scoreless tie against the No. 4 Kentucky Wildcats; a game in which they had their chances.
In the 99th minute, South Carolina’s junior defender took a shot on goal to try
and seal the win, but the ball sailed high and the game went into a second overtime.
The Gamecocks had another chance at a win as junior forward Logan Frost was
looking to clinch the game in double overtime, but the ball was saved by Kentucky’s goalkeeper, Jan Hoffelner.
As a result, there were 110 minutes of no score. Sensationally, the KentuckyMarshall game that happened earlier this season on Sept. 25 had the same end
result.
For the Herd, the Kentucky stalemate was the second of seven consecutive
games in which they did not allow a goal.
The program record of most consecutive games without allowing a goal came
to an end after 49ers defender Delasi Batse scored a goal at the 26:39 to tie the
game 1-1.
The last goal Marshall had allowed before that was at the 41:48 mark against the
then No. 4 West Virginia Mountaineers back on Sept. 17.
The Herd has also not lost a game since Aug. 29 against the Virginia Tech Hokies and will look to once again come out on top against South Carolina.
Since Oct. 16, 2005, the Herd is 11-5-1 against the Gamecocks and have a fourgame winning streak.
The last matchup took place on March 6, where the Herd won 2-0 in Columbia,
South Carolina.
The Gamecocks will look to avoid losing five in a row against the Herd and
Marshall will look to continue to climb the rankings in pursuit of defending its
national title.
The game will be played at Hoops Family Field and will start at 7 p.m. on Saturday and will be live streamed on ESPN+ and broadcasted on WMUL-FM 88.1.
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CORRECTIONS POLICY
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By XENA BUNTON
and CARTER TRUMAN

EXECUTIVE EDITOR & NEWS EDITOR
Q: Halloween is less than a week away And if you really are out of options and don’t
and I don’t know what I want to be. Any have any change or cereal boxes to spare, just
wear normal clothes and tell people you’re
suggestions?
dressed as a “person who lacks imagination.”
X: The good thing about Halloween is that So go out this Halloween and have fun knowing
you can easily find a costume in your own that whether you wear a $5 costume or a $500
home (or dorm). I was never someone who dollar costume, you probably won’t remember
bought my costume at a store, but I can also it in the morning.
procrastinate at the last second. You can find
ideas from staples in your closet. A red shirt Q: What’s the best food on campus?
(with yellow bottoms) could be Winnie the
Pooh or grab some overalls too to be Mario. X: This question depends on your meal plan.
Or do you have any striped sweaters that If you commute, just stay in the MSC Plaza.
could remind you of Waldo, Freddy Krueger, I do understand how frustrating it is to see
Charlie Brown, or Ernie from Sesame Street? how long the Chick-Fil-A line can be, but the
Remember it is getting chilly and the best Mobile Order app might be helpful if you are
costumes also keep you warm! Look up some cramming lunch between classes. If you have
of your favorite characters and see what you meal swipes, make sure you use them! We can’t
all wait until 1:30 p.m. to use a meal swipe
have around your room.
at MSC and Harless Dining Hall really is not
C: When it comes to Halloween my advice for that bad! Don’t be afraid to look around or
costumes is always: keep it cheap. Don’t spend check out what they have on their website
a lot of money on a costume that you will first. And for my sushi-lovers out there, Towers
only wear once. Besides creativity comes from Marketplace has a large selection of sushi.
constraint. Do you only have a cereal box and
a book? Great. Tape that cereal box to your C: When I have to choose where to eat on
chest and read the book, then you’ll be dressed campus, I ask myself two very important
as “Thinking outside the box.” Or you could questions: 1. Is Chic-Fil-A open? If yes, I eat
be even cheaper, tape a $1.75 to your shirt and at Chic-Fil-A. And if it’s not I ask: 2. What’s
tell be you’re dressed as your bank account. the closest place that delivers?

The Parthenon is committed to publishing a wide variety of opinions and
perspectives. If you wish to send a letter to the editor for publication, email
parthenon@marshall.edu.
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From Black Death to COVID-19,

pandemics have always pushed people to honor death and celebrate life

OPINION
By NÜKHET VARLIK

Rutgers University

(THE CONVERSATION) After last year’s Halloween was
very much plagued by doubt and worry thanks to a global
pandemic with no clear end in sight, Halloween 2021 may feel especially exciting for those ready to celebrate it. Thanks to ongoing
vigilance and continuing vaccination efforts, many people in the
U.S. are now fortunate enough to feel cautiously optimistic after
all those awful months that have passed since March 2020.
I am a historian of pandemics. And yes, Halloween is my favorite holiday because I get to wear my plague doctor costume
complete with a beaked mask.
But Halloween opens a little window of freedom for all ages. It
lets people move beyond their ordinary social roles, identities and
appearances. It is spooky and morbid, yet playful. Even though
death is symbolically very much present in Halloween, it’s also
a time to celebrate life. The holiday draws from mixed emotions
that resonate even more than usual during the COVID-19 era.
Looking at the ways survivors of past pandemics tried to celebrate the triumph of life amid widespread death can add context
to the present-day experience. Consider the Black Death — the
mother of all pandemics.
Black Death birthed a new death culture
The Black Death was a pandemic of plague, the infectious disease caused by the bacterium Yersinia pestis. Between 1346 and
1353, plague rampaged across Afro-Eurasia and killed an estimated 40% to 60% of the population. The Black Death ended,
but plague carried on, making periodic return visits through the
centuries.
The catastrophic effects of plague and its relentless recurrences
changed life in every possible way.
One aspect was attitudes toward death. In Europe, high levels of mortality caused by the Black Death and its recurrent
outbreaks made death even more visible and tangible than ever
before. The ubiquity of death contributed to the making of a new
death culture, which found an expression in art. For example, images of the dance of death or “danse macabre” showed the dead
and the living coming together.
Even though skeletons and skulls representing death had appeared in ancient and medieval art, such symbols gained renewed

emphasis following the Black Death. These images epitomized
the transient and volatile nature of life and the imminence of
death for all — rich and poor, young and old, men and women.
Artists’ allegorical references to death stressed the closeness of
the hour of death. Skulls and other “memento mori” symbols,
including coffins and hourglasses, appeared in Renaissance paintings to remind viewers that because death was imminent, one
must prepare for it.
Bruegel the Elder’s famous “Triumph of Death” stressed the
unpredictability of death: Armies of skeletons march over people
and take their lives, whether ready or not.
Death culture influenced the 19th-century Western European
doctors who started writing about historical pandemics. Through
this lens, they imagined a specific version of past pandemics —
the Black Death, in particular — that one modern historian
named “Gothic epidemiology.”
Flawed image of Black Death emerged in 1800s
The German medical historian Justus Hecker, who died in
1850, and his followers wrote about the Black Death in a dark,
gloomy, emotional tone. They emphasized its morbid and bizarre
aspects, such as violent anti-Jewish pogroms and the itinerant Flagellants who whipped themselves in public displays of penance.
In their 19th-century writing of the Black Death, it was cast as a
singular event of cataclysmic proportions — a foreign, peculiar,
almost wondrous entity that did not belong to European history.
As it is remembered today, the dominant symbols of the Black
Death – like images of uncanny dancing skeletons and the Grim
Reaper – are products of that Gothic imagination. Ironically, the
iconic plague doctor was not a medieval phenomenon but a 17thcentury introduction. It was only then – 300 years post-Black
Death – that doctors treating plague patients started wearing special full-body outfits and a beaked mask, a precursor of modern
personal protective equipment. So, sadly, my own plague doctor
Halloween costume has nothing to do with the Black Death pandemic itself.
Even the term Black Death is a 19th-century invention; none
of the medieval witnesses wrote of a “Black Death” or thought of
plague as black.
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The living legacy of this Gothic epidemiology still defines
scholarly and popular understanding of plague and may creep
into today’s Halloween costumes and decorations.
Triumph of death or celebration of life?
Pandemics never mean death and suffering for all. There is
strong evidence that Black Death survivors experienced better living standards and increased prosperity. Even during subsequent
outbreaks, differences in class, location and gender informed
people’s experiences. The urban poor died in greater numbers,
for example, as the well-off fled to their countryside residences.
Giovanni Boccaccio’s famous “Decameron,” written in the immediate aftermath of the Black Death, tells the story of 10 young
people who took refuge in the countryside, passing their days telling each other entertaining stories as a way to forget the horrors
of plague and imminent death.
A later example is Ogier Ghiselin de Busbecq, a Habsburg ambassador to the Ottoman Empire who took refuge in the Princes’
Islands off the coast of Istanbul during a plague outbreak in 1561.
His memoir describes how he spent his days fishing and enjoying
other pleasant pastimes, even while the daily death toll in the city
surpassed 1,000 for months.
Countless narratives testify that recurrent outbreaks of plague
inspired people to find new ways to embrace life and death. For
some, this meant turning toward religion: prayer, fasting and processions. For others, it meant excessive drinking, partying and
illicit sex. For still others, self-isolation and finding comfort in
one’s own company did the trick.
No one yet knows how the COVID-19 pandemic will be
remembered. But for the moment, Halloween is the perfect occasion to play with the pandemic lesson to simultaneously celebrate
life and contemplate death.
As you dress up in spooky costumes or decorate your home
with plastic skeletons to celebrate this late capitalist holiday – yes,
Halloween is now a thriving US $10 billion industry annually –
you may find comfort thinking about how the way you feel about
life and death connects you to those who survived past pandemics.
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Meet the Editors
(And their favorite costumes)

XENA BUNTON

EXECUTIVE EDITOR

TYLER KENNETT
SPORTS EDITOR

GRAPHIC BY ZACHARY HISER

MADISON PERDUE
Unicorn (2015)
“You know what I love even more
than homemade costumes? Puns!
This easy and cheap costume
was one of my favorites. It is not
easy to march and play a trumpet
when you have corn duct-taped
on your head.”

NOAH HICKMAN

ASSIST. SPORTS EDITOR

CATHERINE BLANKENSHIP

COPY EDITOR

REPORTER

M&M (2021)
“Inflatable costumes started being a big
thing back when that one giant T-Rex
one sold out while I was in High School.
People would run through my streets in
T-Rex suits. When I finally got around to
buying one, I went with the M&M because
I always liked getting those as a kid on
Halloween. Plus it’s funny to imagine an
M&M skating through campus.”

BELLA ROBINSON
FEATURES EDITOR

Harley Quinn, Birds
of Prey (2021)

“I wore this costume a year before
in Cancun, Mexico when I was in
the play Cats during my preschool
years. I decided to wear it to
Halloween too!”

I decided to do this
because Birds of Prey is
such an underrated film.
I really appreciate how
they center the movie
around Harley’s vibe and
perspective and not the
male gaze.
As a child I always wanted to be a princess. My
favorite one to dress up as was snow white from
Snow White and the Seven Dwarves. I probably
dressed up as snow white four or five times
throughout my childhood on Halloween!
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Duck (2002)
“I’m not sure if I picked
this costume or my mother
did, but apparently I was
very enthused. The entire
evening, I would say, “I’m
a duck, quack quack, I’m a
duck, quack quack…” like
I had found my calling and
everything I wanted to be in
this world. I’m still chasing
that bliss.”
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ABBY AYES

ZACHARY HISER

CHARLIE BOWEN

WEB/PODCAST EDITOR

PHOTOGRAPHER

PARTHENON ADVISER

“I’ve always
loved to travel,
but Huntington
has always
been home for
me. My family
always found
the time to
make a trip to
the Joan and
to watch the
herd.”
Harry Potter (2014)
“I was obsessed with Harry
Potter at the time, so I wanted
to dress up as him.”

Marshall Cheerleader
(2003)

“I decided to mash up the holidays when I was
‘Father Hollygivingmas.’”

SACRED HEART
CATHOLIC CHURCH
2015 Adams Ave. Huntington, WV
304-429-4318

Visit our website for Worship Services
and for other times of Bible study, worship, and activities
for children, youth, and adults.

www.fifthavenuebaptist.org
304-523-0115

HD-457561

Rev. Fr. Thomas

Sunday Mass: 11:00a.m.
Daily Masses: 12:05 on
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
Confession by appointment

St. Joseph Roman
Catholic Church
HUNTINGTON, WV
526 13th Street
(304) 525-5202

Father Shaji Thomas

OUR LADY OF FATIMA
Catholic Parish & Parish School

545 Norway Ave., Huntington • 304-525-0866

Mass Schedule:
Saturday Vigil 5:00 pm
Sunday 8 am, 11:00 am & 6:30 pm
Confession: Saturday 3:30 - 4:30 pm
or by appointment

www.ourfatimafamily.com
Father Tijo George, Pastor
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Pastor: Msgr. Dean Borgmeyer
Sunday Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 pm
Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am,
12:00 Noon, 5:30 pm
Confessions
Saturday 8:25 am
Saturday 3:30 pm-4:25 pm
or by appointment

HD-457560

1135 Fifth Avenue
Corner of Fifth Avenue & 12th Street in downtown Huntington
Sunday Morning Worship – 10:45 am
Social distancing & wearing masks required

Mass Times: Sat. 5:00pm, Sun. 9am,
Confessions on Sat. 4:30pm-4:45pm or
anytime by appointment
Office Hours Mon-Fri. 9am-12pm

828 15th St. (on 9th Ave) Htgn.
248-996-3960

HD-457558

Fifth Avenue Baptist Church

St. Peter Claver
Catholic Church

HD-457557

To advertise on this page,
call Brenda at (304) 526-2752

HD-457559

HD-459288

CATHOLIC
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Dogs of MU Paws Celebrate Halloween In Style
By LEEAH SCOTT
REPORTER
MU Paws (Providing Awareness Wellness &
Support) are therapy dogs that Marshall has had
for a year and half.
As the semester is down to its last five weeks,
stress has become heavier on students and faculty
who need something to improve their mental
health.
According to Dr. Mindy Backus, a professor of
education, the College of Education had been
waiting to pass the recommendation for the
program by faculty Senate.
This was passed last week, only needing the
president’s signature to become an official

program on campus.
“Before the pandemic, there was so much
research and literature about emotional and
mental support for students at any age level.
The number of suicides were increasing so we
wanted to do something to help the emotional

Isabella in their fairy costume | Leeah Scott

Juner in their Taxi driver costume | Leeah Scott

Ivy in their Nemo costume | Leeah Scott

and mental health of not just students but staff
as well,” said Backus.
Backus said, when someone pets a dog, they just
start smiling.
“There’s a lot of stress out there for our students
and all of this started before the pandemic, then
the pandemic hits, there’s stress and emotional
help that students need right now,” Backus said.
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Robin Ashisa trainer and tester for therapy
dogs.
All the dogs are tested through Alliance of
Therapy Dogs, a national organization.
The handler owns the dog, and each must go
through the training to be registered.
She said dogs must get more trained to learn the
different sounds such as a skateboards, bicycles,
scooters, etc. Backus said each dog has their own
personalities.
Isabella (Fairy costume) likes a lot of people
around her; Lily (Butterfly costume) is more of
a one-on-one dog, Ivy (Nemo costume) has lots
of energy, Juner (Taxi driver costume) just flops
over and wants scratched.

Leeah Scott, scott367@marshall.edu

